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A Message from David Griffin, Associate Pastor: 

“Marks of a Healthy Church” 
 

 Husbands, do you love your wife?  [Sounds more like a question 
for a month ago than for the month of March, doesn’t it?] 

 In Ephesians 5:25-27 the Apostle Paul compares the love a hus-
band for his wife to Christ’s love for the church; indeed, Paul exhorts hus-
bands to love their “wives as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up 
for her.”  That’s some love, isn’t?  And there is purpose in this greatest of 

loves.  Paul notes that Christ so loved the church in this manner, “that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her 
by the washing of water with the word, so that He might present the church to Himself in splendor, without spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.” 

  I believe that these words of Paul shed some revealing light on the meaning of Jesus’ words in Matthew 16, 
where He says in verse 18, “…I will build My church.”  What we ought to see is that Jesus’ building of His church 
is not merely His making her bigger, but also His making her healthier.  Christ’s work of building His church en-
tails sanctifying her and cleansing her, “that she might be holy and without blemish.”  His goal is a perfectly 
healthy church, a holy church – and this will be achieved, though not until glory.  And by implication what we see 
is that the church is not yet perfectly healthy.  One day she will be, but now she is not. 

 This should give some pause to us who are members of Christ’s church and members of the GARP church.  
It should cause us to ponder just how healthy (holy) we are, both individually and corporately.  [In the next News-
letter message I anticipate pursuing further the thought of personal health; for the rest of this message, I want us to 
give our attention to our corporate health as a congregation.] 

 We all know what it is like to go to the doctor for a physical.  It is normal, first, for the nurse to take our 
vitals (temperature, pulse, blood pressure) and ask a few questions (“How have you been feeling?”  “Have you had 
any change in weight?”).  Then, it’s the doctor’s turn!  He pokes and prods, looks and listens, inside and out.  He 

typically has a chest x-ray done and an EKG run and orders some blood work.  
All of this is, of course, to determine the status of our health.  The doctor is pay-
ing careful attention to several key indicators, specific “marks” that are founda-
tional to good physical health.  Should there be anything wrong, he prescribes 
specific treatments.  Having taken the Hippocratic Oath, the doctor is doing 
what he has sworn to do, to care for your body, indeed, to care for you as a per-
son. 

 Recently, your elders (and pastors) 
have embarked upon a study of a book by 
Mark Dever, entitled 9 Marks of a Healthy 
Church.  In his preface to the 2004 new, ex-
panded edition of the book, Dever reflects on 
commits by some friends on why certain, other 
marks are not included in the book.  On p.16 he 
makes this statement in response, “I continue 
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IT’S TIME . . . 
FOR A TIME CHANGE! 

Be sure to  
Spring Forward 
before bed on  

Saturday night! 
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CHILDREN’S CHOIRS!! 

The Joy Singers will sing on Palm Sunday, March 28! 

Please come, join us in the children’s choir room, and bring a friend!   

45 TIME 
SUNDAY, MARCH 28, 5:30—7:30 P.M. 

LOCATION:  ARP CHURCH! 

THEME:  FAVORITE OLYMPIC SPORT 

JOY SINGERS (GRADES 2-6)   
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS  

5:30—6:00 P.M.  

CHERUB CHOIR (K4-GRADE 1)   
SUNDAY MORNINGS  
9:45—10:00 A.M.  

BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR  
“A FAMILY’S GUIDE TO HOLY WEEK.” 

This should be available by March 21 and is designed as a  
family devotional for all ages. 

Camp Bonclarken 2 
July 25 - July 30 

same info as Camp Bonclarken 1 

If anyone needs a form or more information,  
please contact Miranda. 

FAMILY FOCUS IDEA:   
Too often our kids stay so busy they never have a chance to sit still.  Make a point as a family to sit still 

together.  Use this time to teach children that part of our Worship on Sunday mornings is sitting still. 

MOM'S MORNING OUT!   
Don't forget that Greenville ARP has a Mom's 
Morning Out program on Tuesdays and Fri-
days (follows Greenville County School's cal-
endar).  This is available from either 9am-
12pm or 9am-2pm.  See Miranda for more 
information. 

VBS @ Greenville ARP 
June 28 - July 2 

Music / Drama @ Bonclarken 
 (for kids who have completed 2nd-8th grade) 

 July 4 - July 9 
Deposit of $100 and registration form due to 

Bonclarken by April 1st. 

Music Conference @ Bonclarken 
(for kids who have completed k4 through adults) 

July 11 - July 16 
(Matt is the speaker for the week.) 

Deposit of $75 due to Miranda by April 1st. 

Teacher / Youth Applications for 
SHARP are due March 15! 
See Miranda for more info. 

Camp Bonclarken 1 
(for kids who have completed 2nd-8th grade) 

July 18 - July 23 

Deposit of $100 and registration form  
due to Bonclarken by April 1st. 

CATECHISM FOR YOUNG CHILDREN 
An Introduction to the Shorter Catechism 

Q1. Who made you? 
A. God. 

Q2. What else did God make? 
A. God made all things. 

Q3. Why did God make you and all things? 
A. For his own glory. 

Q4. How can you glorify God? 
A. By loving him and doing what he commands. 

Q5. Why ought you to glorify God? 
A. Because he made me and takes care of me. 

Q6. Are there more gods than one? 
A. There is only one God. 

Q7. In how many persons does this one God exist? 
A. In three persons. 

Q8. What are they? 
A. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 

Book Suggestions: 

Parents: Faith Begins at Home by Marle Hol-
men 

 
Preschool: The Berenstain Bears Go to Sun-
day School by Stan and Jan Berenstain 

 
Elementary: The Tallest of Smalls by Max 
Lucado 
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Greenville A.R.P. Student Ministries 

D-GROUPS  
Girls (Gr. 6-8) ................... Leader—Sara Martin 

Girls (Gr. 9-12) ............. Leaders—Tessa Taylor 
   Jessica Kinard 

Boys (Gr. 6-8) ............ Leader—Jeff McLaughlin 

Boys (Gr. 9-12) ........... Leader—Garison Taylor 

All groups meet Sunday night from 6—8 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP 
The Youth will study “The Grand Story—God’s 
Redemption Story...A Look at  the Creation, the 
Fall, the Redemption and the Restoration of Hu-
manity.”  

We also have a time of singing, games, and 
prayer, so join us for this fun night!  

RECOMMENDED BOOKS 
Any age:   
C.S. Lewis, The Great Divorce.  
A look at heaven and hell and hu-
man depravity.  A fictional story. 

High School:   
Sinclair B. Ferguson, By Grace 
Alone.  All about the grace of God. 

Middle School:   
George Knight, Know Your Bible.  
All 66 books explained and applied. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL RETREAT—MAR. 19-21  
 

Leave the Church at 5:00 p.m. on Friday! 

SUMMER DATES 
Horizon ........ June 14 - 19 ............ (High School) 

Quest ......... June 21 - 26 .......... (Middle School) 

Appalachia .. July 3 - 10 ..... (Rising 10th Grade) 

Wales .......... July 15 - 26 ....... (Rising 12 Grade) 

Anyone who is interested in doing a session of Camp 
Joy should contact Ann Brice (828.696.2268). 

Anyone who has graduated high school and wants to 
work Camp Bonclarken should contact Trip McGill @ 

tripmcgill@bonclarken.com 

MISSION TRIP MEETINGS 
Wales .............. March 14 ..... 9AM .... Conf. Rm. 

Appalachia...... March 28 ..... 9AM. ......... Parlor 

Wales .............. April 11 ........ 9AM .... Conf. Rm. 

Wales Retreat . April 16-18 ... 5PM  ....... (Leave) 

Appalachia...... April 25 ........ 9AM .......... Parlor 

HIGH SCHOOL RETREAT UPDATE:  Matt spoke on Temptation this past weekend at the High School Retreat.  
Looking at the temptation of Christ in the wilderness Matt pointed out three things I want to reiterate.  

First, that God created things for a purpose and we are not to distort that purpose for our desires (Matt 4:3-4). 
That we are not to presume upon God’s grace for foolish purposes (Matt 4:5-7). And that our worship of the 
King of Glory should be done for his glory and not ours. (Matt 4:8-10) 

Secondly, that it is based upon Christ overcoming these temptations that the second Adam is glorified. 

Thirdly, that we must remember not who we are but whose we are. 

A great weekend was had by all those who participated and keep in mind that there is a whole week of the 
Word, fellowship and fun this summer at Horizon and Quest! 
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Women’s ministry  

Mark your calendar now!  

Women’s Ministry Sponsors a 

Clean-up Day 
Saturday, March 20  

9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
A light lunch will be served! 

Everyone is welcome 
 to come and help! 

Call Cheryl in the office to sign up. 

to think that common errors in these particular nine matters are responsible for so much that goes wrong in our 
churches.”  Dever (as the senior pastor) and the elders of Capital Hill Baptist Church themselves deal with these 
nine specific marks that are fundamental for the health of their own church.  In our church the elders (in groups of 
two or three – having been assigned a specific chapter) are presenting to the whole Session the basic information 
for their respective “Mark.”  Each presentation is followed by a time of discussion, which includes reflection on 
indentified strengths and weaknesses and ideas for making our church healthier. 

 In the past few weeks Dr. Philip Ryken was called by God to become the president of Wheaton College, 
thus leaving his nine-year pastorate of Tenth Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, PA.  In an interview in the cur-
rent issue of World magazine, Ryken made this comment, “The main challenge for any Christian community is al-
ways the same: to maintain theological integrity and spiritual vitality from generation to generation.”  And it is to 
this same two-fold maintenance of theological integrity and spiritual vitality that we your pastors and elders are 
called.  To this end, gleanings from the 9 Marks book are being applied, helping us become a healthier congrega-
tion, from generation to generation. 

 Let me ask you to do two things.  First, pray for your pastors and elders in this specific way: that God 
would grant us wisdom to be good spiritual doctors – in the words of the Apostle Paul, “to care for the church of 
God” (Acts 20:28).  Second, talk with your assigned shepherd-elder about the particular “Mark” of a healthy church 
that he is to present (or already has presented) to the Session.  Ask him to help you better understand that mark and 
how it will enable us to be a healthier church, from generation to generation.  Soli Deo Gloria! 

continued from page 1 
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Special Men’s Ministry Breakfast Event  
 At 3:25 PM on January 15, 2009, US Airways Flight 1549 took off from New 
York's Laguardia airport bound for Charlotte.  Six minutes later, the plane was sitting 
on the surface of the Hudson River after having hit a flock of birds shortly after takeoff.  
Miraculously, all 155 passengers aboard survived the emergency landing.  On the 
plane that day was Mark Hood, a Greenville native who now feels compelled to share 
his story of how faith got him through this experience and how his life has been 
changed forever as a result of this miracle on the Hudson River. 

 Mark will be the guest speaker at a special Men's Ministry breakfast event on 
April 10 in the fellowship hall.  Please plan to come and hear his compelling message 
and enjoy the delicious food and good fellowship.  All church members are invited to 
come and we encourage everyone to bring friends and neighbors to hear Mark's inspi-
rational story.  Breakfast will be served at 8:00 after which Mark will speak.  The cost 
of the event, including breakfast, is $5.00 per person.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 Time: April 10th 8:00 am 

 Greenville ARP Fellowship Hall 

 All are invited - $5.00 per person includes breakfast 

Contact Cheryl in the Church office to RSVP! 
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Remember these members in your Prayers... 
Billie Brady, Sylvia Crosby, Jane Dendy, Carole Ellis, 

Mack Nickles, Louise Raby, Jesse Ray, Todd Thompson 

Remember also Erskine College and Seminary 
Contact Rev. Griffin if you would like to receive the Prayers of the People email. 

ATTENTION KEENAGERS! 
Tuesday, March 16 

Covered Dish Lunch and Program 
11:15 a.m.  

Fellowship Hall 

Program with Dr. David Vickery, Sr. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

It’s Softball Time!  

Anyone interested in playing on the church 
co-ed softball team, please see Miranda. 

Games will start in April on Thursday nights 
at East Riverside Park  in Greer. 

PROGRAMS ON WEDNESDAY NIGHTS! 
March 10, 17 and 24 

Rev. David Griffin will be speaking on Women of the Bible.   
This group will meet in the Parlor. 

 

Dr. Ron Marks, Professor at North Greenville University,  
will speak on Creationism in the Fellowship Hall. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sunday, March 14 
 9:00 AM Wales Meeting / Conference Room 
 9:30 AM  Coffee and Donuts / Fellowship Hall 
 9:45 AM Cherub Choir (K4-1st Gr.)  / Children’s Choir Room 
 9:45 AM  Sunday School 
 10:55 AM  Morning Worship  
 4:00 PM Communicants’ Class / Conference Room 
 5:45 PM Final Parenting Series Class / Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 PM D-Groups 

Monday, March 15 
 7:00 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Wayne Brady, Ldr. / F. Hall 

Tuesday, March 16 
 9:00 AM Mom’s Morning Out (MMO) / Nursery 
 11:15 AM Keenagers’ Covered Dish Lunch and Program / F. Hall 

Wednesday, March 17 
 9:30 AM Staff Prayer Time / Parlor 
 5:30 PM Joy Singers (Grades 2-6)  / Children’s Choir Room 
 6:00 PM Dinner and Program / Fellowship Hall 
 6:30 PM Children’s Program and Youth Bible Study 
 7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal / Choir Room 

Thursday, March 18 
 9:30 AM Ladies Bible Study / Parlor 

Friday, March 19 
 9:00 AM Mom’s Morning Out (MMO) / Nursery 
 10:00 AM Staff Meeting / Conference Room 
 5:00 PM Junior High Retreat / Bonclarken 

Saturday, March 20 
 9:30 AM Women’s Ministries Clean-up Day 

Sunday, March 21 
 9:00 AM World Witness and Missions Meeting / Conference Rm. 
 9:30 AM  Coffee and Donuts / Fellowship Hall 
 9:45 AM Cherub Choir (K4-1st Gr.)  / Children’s Choir Room 
 9:45 AM  Sunday School 
 10:55 AM  Morning Worship  
 4:00 PM Communicants’ Class / Conference Room 
 6:00 PM D-Groups 
 6:30 PM Diaconate Meeting / Parlor 

Tuesday, March 23 
 9:00 AM Mom’s Morning Out (MMO) / Nursery 

Wednesday, March 24, Newsletter mailed! 
 9:30 AM Staff Prayer Time / Parlor 
 5:30 PM Joy Singers (Grades 2-6)  / Children’s Choir Room 
 6:00 PM Dinner and Program / Fellowship Hall 
 6:30 PM Children’s Program and Youth Bible Study 
 7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal / Choir Room 

Friday, March 26, Spring Break Begins 
 9:00 AM Mom’s Morning Out (MMO) / Nursery 
Sunday, March 28 
 9:00 AM Appalachia Meeting / Parlor 
 9:30 AM  Coffee and Donuts / Fellowship Hall 
 9:45 AM Cherub Choir (K4-1st Gr.)  / Children’s Choir Room 
 9:45 AM  Sunday School 
 10:55 AM  Morning Worship 
 4:00 PM Communicants’ Class / Conference Room 
 5:30 PM 45 Time / Greenville ARP Church 
 6:00 PM D-Groups 

S E R V A N T S  
Sunday, March 14 
 Coffee and Snacks:   ................................................. Wendy Smith 
 Elders at Side Door:  ................................. McDonald / Vickery, Sr. 
 Elder / Wife Greeter:   .................................... Bud & Pat McDonald 
 Friendship Cultivation:   .............................................. Tessa Taylor 
 Nursery - Infant & Toddler (SS & Worship):   ................. Becky Vick 
 Nursery - Infant & Toddler (Worship only):   ........ Ashley Bickerstaff 
 Nursery - K2 & K3 (SS & Worship):   ........... T. Jeter / K. Sparkman 
 Sunday School Officer Rotation:  .................... Robert David Junker 
 Usher—Head:   .................................................... David Vickery, Jr. 
 Ushers: ........................ Lucynda Moore, Harry Steele, Taft Wirthlin 
 

Monday, March 15 
 Men’s Prayer Breakfast Leader:   .............................. Wayne Brady 

 

Wednesday, March 17 
 Kitchen Crew (Setup and Service):   .... Berean & Long-Grier Classes 
 
 
Sunday, March 21 
 Coffee and Snacks:   ............................................... Martha Cowan 
 Elders at Side Door:  ............................................ Evans / Andrews 
 Elder attend Diaconate Meeting: ............................. Richie Andrews 
 Elder / Wife Greeter:   .................................... Bud & Pat McDonald 
 Friendship Cultivation:   ................................................. Ann Devlin 
 Nursery - Infant & Toddler (SS & Worship):   ............... Casey Page 
 Nursery - Infant & Toddler (Worship only):   ................... Laura Eller 
 Nursery - K2 & K3 (SS & Worship):   ...... Jeanne & Caroline Gettys 
 Sunday School Officer Rotation:  ............................... Sandra Shaw 
 Usher—Head:   .................................................... David Vickery, Jr. 
 Ushers: ........................ Lucynda Moore, Harry Steele, Taft Wirthlin 

 

Wednesday, March 24 
 Kitchen Crew (Setup and Service):   .... Berean & Long-Grier Classes 

 

Sunday, March 28 
 Coffee and Snacks:   .................................................. Marie Milling 
 Elders at Side Door: .................................................... Eller / Smith 
 Elder / Wife Greeter:   .................................... Bud & Pat McDonald 
 Friendship Cultivation:   ......................................... Donna Wharton 
 Nursery - Infant & Toddler (SS & Worship):   ............... Lind Vickery 
 Nursery - Infant & Toddler (Worship only):   ............. Connie Decker 
 Nursery - K2 & K3 (SS & Worship):   ...... Jeanne & Carolina Gettys 
 Sunday School Officer Rotation: .................................. Taft Wirthlin 
 Usher—Head:   ...............................................................David Vick 
 Ushers: .........................Welch & Sara Jane Bostick, John Wharton 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

FREE Tax Assistance!  Get FREE Income tax help 
from United Way’s Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) program.  If you made less than $49,000 last 
year, IRS—certified tax volunteers are waiting to 
serve you at sites throughout Greenville County.  Call 
2-1-1 today to schedule an appointment and find the 
location nearest you! 

2010 Census:  Temporary, part-time jobs that offer 
good pay, flexible hours, and are close to home! 

Website:  www.2010censusjobs.gov  
or Call 1-866-861-2010 

The office has pamphlets available as well. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 


